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SUB J : CODEL CRANSTON'S MEETINGS WITH CHINESE LEADERS 

REF: KA) PEKING 66, (B) PEKING 67, (C) PEKING 80 

1 . THE SUBSTANCE OF MEETINGS BETWEEN CODEL CRANSTON AND 
VICE PREMIER TENG HSIAO- PING. FOREIGN MINISTER HUANG HUA 
AND CPIFA PRESIDENT HAO TE-CHING JANUARY 5, 6 AND 7 CLOSELY 
PARALLELED DISCUSSIONS HELD IN PREVIOUS WEEK WITH SENATOR 
KENNEDY. THE CHINESE AVOIDED SOME OF THEIR MORE PRICKLY 
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POLEMICS AND GENERALLY PROVIDED MEASURED AND LOW KEY 
RESPONSES TO THE CODERS QUESTIONS EVEN IN SENSITIVE AREAS. 

INALL THREE SESSIONS THE CHINESE TALKED AT GREAT LENGTH 
EITHER IN OPENING DISCUSSIONS OR IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS AS 
IF TO FILIBUSTER AND AVOID MORE PAINFUL SUBJECTS. 

2. SEVERAL CODEL MEMBERS MADE FORCEFUL STATEMENTS 
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REGARDING US RESOLVE TO LIVE UP TO OUR INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITMENTS. CHINESE REACTION SEEMED LOWER KEY THAN 
USUAL AND, AS WAS THE CASE DURING SENATOR KENNEDY'S TALKS, 

THEY SHOWED SOMEWHAT GREATER SOPHISTICATION IN DEALING 
WITH AMERICAN POLITICAL LEADERS THAN THEY HAVE IN THE 
PAST. ALTHOUGH VICE PREMIER TENG AND THE OTHERS SCOFFED 
AT THE HOPE FOR ANY MEANINGFUL RESULTS FROM OUR ARMS 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS, EVEN IN THIS AREA, WHERE 
THE CHINESE HAVE OFTEN BEEN PARTICULARLY ANTAGONISTIC, 

THEY SEEMED TO TAKE A MORE MEASURED LINE THAN USUAL. 

3. NORMALIZATION WAS COVERED IN ALL THREE MEETINGS. 

BOTH FOREIGN MINISTER HUANG AND VICE PREMIER TENG LAID 
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THE CHINESE POSITION THAT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN CHINA AND THE US ARE A POLITICAL AND NOT A 
DIPLOMATIC MATTER, AND THAT THE US SHOULD CONSIDER THIS 
RET .ATTONSHTPFROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF ITS LONG TERM 
STRATEGIC INTERESTS. TENG USED SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME 
LANGUAGE IN REFERRING TO NORMALIZATION AND THEN, WHEN 
ASKED BY THE CODEL IF HE HAD ANY MESSAGE WHICH HE WISHED 
TO CONVEY TO AMERICAN LEADERS AGAIN RESTATED THIS SAME 
POSITION. WE PRESUME HE MEANT THAT THE FUTURE STRATEGIC 
BENEFITS TO THE US OF A CLOSER RELATIONSHIP TO THE PRC 

ARE IMPORTANT IN COMBATING SOVIET AGRESSION AND THAT WE 

SHOULD SURMOUNT THE DIPLOMATIC HURDLE OF TAIWAN FOR THOSE LARGER AND 

MORE 
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IMPORTANT FUTURE INTERESTS. 

4. IN ALL THREE DISCUSSIONS PLUS THAT WITH LI CHIANG, 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE, THE CHINESE DISPLAYED 
SENSITIVITY REGARDING US EXPORT CONTROLS. HAO TE- 
CHING AND LI CHIANG MENTIONED COMPUTER SALES. TENG 
SAID, "SOMETIMES WE NEED THINGS AND YOU WON'T GIVE THEM 
TO US." FOREIGN MINISTER HUANG SPECIFICALLY BROUGHT UP 
FORMER DEFENSE DEPUTY SECRETARY PACKAD'S STATEMENT 
TO HIM REGARDING "A CERTAIN COMPUTER WHICH THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT HAD NOT GRANTED PERMISSION FOR EXPORT. DEAN 
UNQTE VANCE 
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